
Copyright Compliance:  Utilization of 3rd Party Content 

Instructional material made available for online student use can raise legal issues on compliance.  

Providing links to material available on the internet raises fewer copyright questions than copying 
and uploading the material. The DUT Library provides access to numerous full-text databases to which 
negotiated license permit linking, printing, and other necessary use in the online environment and 
educational setting. Subject librarians can assist locate material and make links available while ensuring 
appropriate authentication. 

Vast amounts of material available on the Internet, may not include a statement on Copyright. 
Although these works may seemingly be freely accessible, it is indeed so, but only for personal 
consumption.  The Copyright Act provides protection of such work.  Anyone accessing the work must 
assume that works are protected by law unless otherwise stated. 

One can make productive use of material found on websites for educational purpose. Users must seek 
permission from the copyright owner for use other than not allowed by fair use or other provisions 
of the Act. If you need assistance with identifying or locating the copyright owner of a work, please 
contact the owner of the page from which you linked to the work or contact the webmaster on the 
page to obtain permission for use.  Permission obtained must be uploaded together with material 
onto the online platform, and a copy must be sent to the DUT Copyright Office for records purpose. 

NB. Please direct enquiries on Copyright matters to copyright@dut.ac.za. 

The golden rule of Copyright law: Never assume anything is free! 
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